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The Marital Arms of Burroughes and Negus   

 

The arms as engraved upon this George III English Sterling Silver Samovar by 

Edward Fernell hallmarked London 1788 are those of the family of Burroughes 

(quartering Burkin) impaling Negus.  These armorial bearings denote the marshalling 

of a marital coat showing on the dexter (the heraldic right on the left as you view the 

piece) the arms of the husband and on the sinister (the heraldic left on the right as you 

view it) the arms of the wife.  These armorial bearings may be blazoned as follows: 

 

 

Arms: 

 

(on the dexter) Quarterly 1st and 4th Argent two chevronels between three 

chaplets vert (for Burroughes) 2nd and 3rd Argent a fess 

azure1 (for Burkin) 

 

(on the sinister) Ermine on a chief nebuly azure three escallops or (for 

Negus)  

 

Crest: A griffin’s head erased argent charged with two chevronels 

vert (for Burroughes) 

 

 1 Here it is interesting to note that James chose in this instance to impale the 

arms of Negus rather than to place them on an escutcheon of pretence which 

is generally the case when marrying an heraldic heiress.  
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These armorial bearings undoubtedly commemorate the marriage of James Burkin 

Burroughes (born 16th March 1760 died 30th November 1803), of Burlingham Hall, 

Burlingham St Peter in the County of Norfolk and Christabel Negus (born 1765 died 

23rd January 1843), the daughter and heiress of Henry Negus, of Hoveton Hall, in the 

County of Norfolk.  James and Christabel were married prior to 1791.  

 

Although, the Burroughes family had extensive landholdings both in their home 

County of Norfolk as well as the neighbouring County of Suffolk for several 

generations, the family came into the possession of Burlingham Hall and its 

surrounding estate through the marriage of James’s parents, Jeremiah Burroughes 

(born 1728 died 7th December 1767) and Diana Burkin (died 2nd December 1764), 

youngest daughter and co-heiress of James Burkin, of North Burlingham in the said 

county. 

 

The arms as engraved is certainly contemporary with this piece given the date of birth 

of their first child, Henry Negus Burroughes (born 8th February 1791).  

 

 
 

Burlingham Hall, Burlingham St Peter, Co. Norfolk.  The Seat of the Burroughes Family.  It was 

demolished in 1952. 
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